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 Mastoid imaging: Effect of age and gender on the prevalence of sella turcica defects. While the sella turcica is a common site
of skull base defects in the general population, there is little information regarding age and gender-related variations. The aims
of this study were to determine the frequency of sella turcica defects and to determine whether there is a gender- or age-related
variation. This study included 25 patients (12 males, 13 females; mean age, 34.2 years) with skull base defects who were treated

at our clinic between January 2006 and July 2007. Skull base defects were classified as infundibular, suprasellar, parasellar,
sphenoid sinus, and middle fossa defects. Parasellar, sphenoid sinus, and middle fossa defects were further classified as simple

or complex. Among the patients, only the percentage of complex lesions was found to be higher in females (53.8 vs. 38.5%) and
in older patients (>45 years of age) (53.8 vs. 42.1%). The frequency of the sella turcica defects (parasellar and sphenoid sinus)

was found to increase with age, from 20.5% to 30% in the third decade of life, to 45.5% in the fourth decade, and to 70% in the
fifth decade.Microbial biomass and carbon stable isotopes in the leaves of Scots pine trees (Pinus sylvestris L.) growing in ozone

depleted and undepleted sites. The impact of ozone on the biomass and carbon stable isotopes of the aboveground tissues of
Pinus sylvestris L. was assessed in undepleted and depleted sites. It was found that the biomass of the needles decreased by 14%

in the ozone depleted sites. The leaves contained 32% more C in depleted sites than in undepleted ones. This enhanced C
content was explained by lower protein content and chlorophylls. Stable isotope fractionation showed a significant loss of (-3.4
± 0.4)‰ in delta13C and a slight increase in delta18O in depleted sites. These results indicate the sensitivity of C and N stable

isotopes in plant leaves to change in environmental conditions.Richard Wallace (1814–1874) Richard Wallace (1814–1874) was
a British civil engineer, employed for the Great Western Railway. He was the 82157476af
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